
Hello First Grade Families,  
 
Thank you all for your hard work and patience thus far in our e-learning adventure! I know this is a new 
situation for all of us and we are all doing our best to make things work and figure out the best ways to support 
our children. Based on the experiences we have had on ClassDojo and other resources I have researched, I have 
found a new platform that I believe will help better support students as we progress through this e-learning 
experience. Please read this entire letter, as it contains essential information for students’ e-learning success. 
 
As a class, we will now be using the Seesaw platform for students and families. I know many of you have 
worked hard to get connected to ClassDojo and I appreciate that. I am going to do everything I can to help 
support you in this transition and make it as clear as possible for families and students. I understand that this 
may take some time to adjust and adapt, so this next week will definitely be a learning experience for all of us 
together. As you transition, I would appreciate any feedback you would be willing to share about the 
experience as well as any information that would be helpful for me to know in terms of supporting families and 
students through the change.  
 
Why are we switching to Seesaw? 

- I believe it will be a better platform to teach and review lessons with students 
- ClassDojo was limiting in terms of the format and content of activity options 
- Seesaw should make it easier to have the option of a paper or digital choice for assignments 
- I believe it will be more beneficial to students, especially as we are still unsure of when things will 

return to normal 
 
What support can families and students expect? 

- Written step-by-step instructions with visuals for various features of Seesaw 
- Video tutorials of different features and accessibility for students and parents via computers and 

phones 
- Continued availability via messages, both on Seesaw and ClassDojo 
- Communication still available via ClassDojo 

- Note: All student work will be assigned and turned in on Seesaw but communication will be on 
both platforms 

- I will be available for phone calls and texting daily between 9am-3pm. (312-841-7664) 
- Please feel free to share this number with grandparents, aunts, uncles, whomever is with your 

child during the school day.  
- If those times don’t work for you, I’m happy to schedule a time outside of those hours to fit with 

your schedule. 
 
How will students be held accountable for their work? 

- These e-learning days are still school days and based on the requirements of the Archdiocese, students 
are still expected to complete and receive credit for their work.  

- Daily attendance check-ins will still be required 
- In addition, students need to have all assignments submitted daily by 4:00pm. Students will lose a point 

for any late work.  
- If, at any point, you are having a hard time meeting the requirements, please reach out and 

communicate that with me! I will happily work with you to adjust and make this manageable for 
you,  your schedule, and your family, as long as we are in clear communication with each other.  

- Grades will be entered at least once a week on PowerSchool to help track student progress. Grades will 
be entered for the following assignments: 



- 30 minutes of iReady reading daily and 30 minutes of iReady math daily 
- Students now must be on RazKids and need to complete 1 book each day--this includes 

listening to it, reading it, and completing the comprehension quiz 
- Any assignment assigned on Seesaw 
- Please note that Everyday Math games will not be graded but if you are looking for something fun to keep your 

student engaged for a while, the math games would be a good way  
 
Please try and log on and get connected to Seesaw over the weekend to get acclimated before Monday. I’ve 
assigned 3 practice activities for students for them to be able to explore the features of Seesaw within 
assignments before they have to complete assigned work. Please have your student try at least 1 of these 
activities over the weekend. 
 
Again, thank you for your continued support through this time. I look forward to continuing to work with you 
in navigating this unprecedented situation and working together to support our children’s continued growth, 
learning, and well-being! As always, if I can help support you in any way or if you have questions, please let me 
know!  
 
Stay safe and healthy! 
 
Thank you,  
Ms. Novak 


